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Mantissa Corporation®

iDovos — A Graphical Tour

MantissaCorporation

The Company Behind the Products…

iDovos™ is a service offering of Mantissa Corporation.
Mantissa installed its first commercial software product in 1980. Our headquarters 

are in Birmingham, Alabama with sales and support offices worldwide. Mantissa is 
using technical and design experience and expertise amassed over the last quarter 
century to change the way identity is managed. 

The year 2005 saw 130 major "data breaches" that exposed nearly 55 million 
individuals to potential identity theft. The cost to the U.S. economy was estimated at 
105 billion dollars, for the first time exceeding the illegal drug trade in economic 
consequence.

iDovos began as a simple idea in response to the question "If I own my identity 
why can't I control how it is used?". The answer, of course, is that you can. We invite 
you to come join the revolution in identity management.

Contact your Mantissa Representative to learn more about iDovos™ — Identity 
Perfectedsm.

Th e  i D o v o s  D e v e l o p m e n t  T e a m

MANTISSA OFFICES
HEADQUARTERS:
Mantissa Corporation
Two Perimeter Park South
Birmingham, AL 35243 USA
205 968 3939
sales@mantissa.com

EUROPE:
Mantissa Ltd.
31 King Street
Luton, Bedfordshire
United Kingdom LU12DW
44 1582 429 388
mantissacorpltd@btinternet.com

NORTH EUROPE:
Mantissa Corporation Ltd.
2. Stroem Terrasse 19
NO 3046 Drammen
Norway
47 3283 0790 (phone)
47 3289 3041 (fax)
info@mantissanordic.com 

JAPAN:
K. K. Paradox
8F Almond Akasaka Bldg.
3-2-2, Akasaka 
Minato-Ku, Tokyo 107-0052
81 3 3505 5331
81 3 3505 5386 fax
paradox@kkparadox.co.jp

PACIFIC RIM:
SoftPlus Pte Ltd.
111 North Bridge Road
#21-01 Peninsula Plaza
Singapore 179098
65 338 2051
softplus@pacific.net.sg

KOREA: 
K2C Computer Systems Corp.
#1402 Hansin Officetel
11-9, Sincheon-Dong, Songpa-Ku
Seoul 138-733
822 3431 8747 (phone)
822 3431 8749 (fax)
munhee@k2c.co.kr
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Protecting your identity should be as simple 
as operating a light switch.

If it was that simple, the chance that you could become a victim of identity theft 
would be virtually eliminated.

Now it is that simple.
iDovos™ protects identity by giving you pinpoint control over when and how your 

identity is used.  Credit and debit cards, bank and brokerage accounts, and personal 
credit can all be protected.

iDovos prevents identity theft
iDovos is not a credit monitoring service and it does not store any social security, 

credit card, or other account numbers.
iDovos is based on a patent-pending technology called Positive Identity Control™. 

Unlike other identity protection systems, iDovos actually prevents the occurrence of 
identity theft and transaction fraud by preventing use of your identity for new credit, 
account access and card use.

Control the use of your identity
The key to iDovos is personal control over how your identity is used.  Once you 

protect your personal credit, account or credit card, the system immediately notifies 
transaction verification services and consumer reporting agencies that no 
transactions are to be approved for the protected identity asset.  

Identity theft - a definition
“Identity theft occurs when somebody steals your name and other personal 

information for fraudulent purposes. Identity theft is a form of identity crime (where 
somebody uses a false identity to commit a crime).”

Notice the word “uses” in the last sentence of the definition.  iDovos™ works by 
protecting and controlling use of assets associated with your identity. 

iDovos is based on three principles:
• It will never be possible to keep identity information from being stolen.  

The market value of this information is simply too great and the 
information too widely dispersed to prevent theft.

• The best way to reduce the incidence of identity theft is to make use of 
identity information a worthless endeavor.

• You will always be the best guardian of 
your identity because you are the one with 
the most to lose if your identity is not 
properly protected.

How iDovos 
                Works...

The word iDovos is the combination of "iD" for identity 
and "ovos", Latin for "eggs".  iDovos operates by placing 
an electronic identity use “lock” on your financial “eggs”.  
It functions as an electronic gatekeeper and permits 
access to financial assets only when you give permission 
for your identity to be used.

Manage your account from home 
or on the go
A web browser or touchtone phone can manage assets protected by iDovos.  

Protected assets can be placed on “autopilot” so that they are enabled for specific 
time frames during the week. For example, your debit card might be configured to be 
available from 6 to 8:30 AM on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.

Set it, forget it
IDovos also has the ability to place a countdown timer on asset availability.  This 

“eggtimer” capability permits identity asset use beginning at the point the timer is 
activated for the amount of time you specify.

For example, you might activate a high limit credit card for 6 hours beginning 
Saturday afternoon at 1:15 PM.  Transactions using your identity for this asset will be 
permitted between 1:15 and 7:15 PM.   Six hours after the asset was enabled for use, 
it again becomes useless to anyone that might try to use the credit card illegally.

Take your personal credit out of harms way
Your “new personal credit” asset will be disabled almost all of the time. This is 

because you, like most people, rarely seek new credit.  When you get ready to apply 
for additional credit, you enable your new personal credit asset for the time frame 
required by the lender and then turn it off once the application process is complete.

If you want a more detailed explanation of how the system 
operates, follow the link below.

Why focus on identity use?
All commercial transactions include the implied use of identity. If 

a merchant accepts your credit card without asking you for 
additional proof that you are in fact the owner of the card, there is 
still the assumption that the identity being relied upon is that of 
the actual card account owner.

iDovos works like a continuously running "engine" that 
produces identity asset availability information. The goal of this 
stream of information is to be able to answer the following 
question instantly:

“Has the owner given permission for their identity to be 
used (relied upon) in a transaction for a specific asset and 
within an acceptable time frame?”

After you have opened your iDovos account and set availability times for your 
identity assets, protection is achieved in the following manner.

iDovos continuously monitors each of your identity assets for changes in the 
identity use availability state.  All assets have two potential states, available for use 
and not available for use.

When the availability state for an asset changes, this change is reported to the 
company responsible for processing transactions for that asset.  The processor 
records the current availability state locally in a manner that will permit easy 
reference should any transactions occur for that asset.

In the course of processing transactions or providing credit information for lenders 
the transaction processing company or consumer reporting agency determines if you 
have given your permission for your identity to be "used" for the current transaction.  
This determination is made from locally stored availability state information 
previously transmitted by iDovos.

Why iDovos Works
iDovos works by blocking attempts to use your identity for 

financial transactions and new credit applications.
Anyone trying to misuse your identity would not only have to have 

access to the protected asset (account) information, they would also 
have to know when the financial asset is available for use.  Since 
you control account or credit card availability through iDovos, there 
is an added and totally frustrating level of indirection for anyone 
trying to misuse your identity.  Your “Personal Credit” identity asset 
would remain “off” and therefore unusable for over 99 percent of 
your entire life.

The iDovos account is protected by a user id and password of its 
own. Unlike most accounts, the iDovos account ID can be changed 
at any time.  You literally can change the account identification and 
password any time you like. IDovos provides notification services 

that can tell the account owner each time your account is accessed or changed.  
Your account and associated assets are monitored and all changes are reported 

to the email address of the iDovos account owner. It is not possible for an intruder to 
hack  iDovos and make a change in fundamental account data without you being 
notified of the activity.

What exposure do I create by using iDovos?
You may be wondering if having an iDovos account creates a liability or 

vulnerability for your financial assets.  Rest easy. No data is maintained in your 
iDovos account which can be used to transact business.

iDovos was designed so that no transaction enabling information is stored in the 
system.  Account numbers and passwords for your financial assets are neither 
recorded in or maintained by iDovos.

In fact, no data is maintained in iDovos that can be used to transact business.  No 

credit card numbers, no social security numbers, no identifying information.  
The result is at once simple and totally frustrating to anyone that would attempt to 

misuse your identity.   iDovos is an elegant way to take (and keep) control of your 
identity.

Time to take control!
What does it take to protect your identity use and 

financial assets with iDovos?
It’s a simple three-step process.

Connect
Subscribe to iDovos with one of your credit card issuers 

or one of the consumer reporting agencies.  You can do this 
by visiting their website and locating the Positive Identity 
Control option. Your subscription agent can create an iDovos 
account at the time you subscribe if you haven’t already opened one.  If you have 
already opened an iDovos account, you will be asked for information necessary to 
associate your financial assets with your iDovos identity account. Subscription fees 
are billed to your credit card monthly. These fees may vary so check with various 
subscribers for the best rate.

Protect
Register other assets like credit cards by visiting the card issuer web site and 

selecting Positive Identity Control for each account you want to protect.  Also select 
the Positive Identity Control option at each consumer reporting agency.  The process 
is straightforward and takes minutes for each asset. Each time you register an 
identity asset, iDovos is notified that you want this asset protected and your iDovos 
account will reflect the registered asset.

Relax
Take control.  Access your iDovos account and select when you want each of your 

identity assets available for use.  Remember that each asset has its own schedule of 
availability.  Keep in mind that you may simply turn all the assets “off” and enable 
assets by phone only when they will be used. Each identity asset can contain two 
rules to govern its use.  The first is a “normal” rule for every day use and the second 
is an “exception” rule that overrides the normal rule at special times like vacations 
etc.  Control of the asset by phone is optional and can be limited to a specific phone.

——

iDovos — Identity Protect ion for the Future. . .  Today
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